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                                                         Dramatic Play Themes and Ideas 
   

Theme Book  Vocabulary 
Target Language 
Concepts Materials Resource: 

Grocery 
Store 

Maisy Goes 
Shopping  
by Lucy 
Cousins 

Names of food Sorting into categories: Is 
this a food or not a food? 

Boardmaker with "lists" of what 
they need from the store, cash 
register, play food, bags, 
money 

  

Doctor's 
Office 

My Friend 
The Doctor 
by Joanna 
Cole 

body parts, 
patient, check 
up, healthy, sick 

Using pronouns (he/she, 
his,her),  Answering “What 
doing”?  

Doctor tools, flashlight, 
Boardmaker with "what hurts?," 
Story Grammar Marker beads 

www.mindwingconcepts.com  
(story grammar) 

Construction Building A 
House  
by Byron 
Barton 

action verbs: 
build, tear, 
hammer, screw 

Prepositions: on top, 
under, size concepts 
 

tools, boxes, nails, wood,  
pictures of what to make 

  

Library Maisy Goes 
to the Library 
by Lucy 
Cousins 
 

aquarium, 
checked out, 
library 

Sorting by category: food, 
animals, things that go, 
people, winter  

library cards, Boardmaker 
pictures of each book category, 
books with pictures on the front 
to sort into categories 

  

Fire fighter Firefighters 
by Norman 
Simon 

engine, siren, 
breathe, smoke, 
burn, safe 

Answering Where? Using 
your words and not just a 
pointing finger (“where is 
the fire?”  In the kitchen!”) 

Fire truck, "hose", paper 
fire, animals and people to 
"save", burning house, pictures 
of places 

Smethport Create  Magnetic Doll 
House   
  

Bus Maisy Drives 
the Bus  
by Lucy 
Cousins 

board, ticket, get 
off, passenger 

Using articles (a/the), and 
auxillary verbs(is/are) to 
answering who 
“who is riding the bus?” 
Maisy IS riding on THE 
bus.  

doll Maisy boy, doll Maisy girl, 
play bus (or chairs), tickets, 
board to write riders names 
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Bakery Mr. Cookie 
Baker  
by Monica 
Wellington 

ingredient,  mea
sure, mix, 
decorate, order, 
customer, proud 

Sorting by categories 
(drinks and food) 

cookies, cakes, milk, juice, 
Boardmaker sign with food 
options 

  

Veterinarian Puppy Visits 
the Doctor 
 by Alyssa 
Capucilli 

parts of an 
animal: tail, 
whiskers, eye, 
nose, fur, paws, 
beak 

Identifying similarities and 
differences of animals by 
part (i.e. dogs have fur. 
Birds have no fur) 

animals, felt bandaids, 
Boardmaker by body part that 
hurts 

  

Pizza shop Little Red 
Hen Makes A 
Pizza  
by Philemon 
Sturges 

dough, roll, shop Narrative Story Retell 
(what does the hen 
do?  Re-tell each step) 

Melissa and Doug Pizza, 
Perfect Pizza Ordering Form, 
cash register, money   

http://blog.melissaanddoug.com/2
013/03/29/encourage-healthy-
eating-with-a-kids-restaurant/ 
 
Free order form for pizza set  
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